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commissioners for the government of the plantations in America and the West Indies whom Parliament appointed in November, 1643, and was reappointed in 1646.    But, in spite of their high title, these commissioners had little real power.    Their authority might be obeyed in the islands, but on the continent of America it was hardly felt at all.    The Civil War tended to loosen the tie which bound the colonies to the mother country.    In May, 1643, soon after it began, the four colonies of Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and  New Haven  had   formed  themselves into a confederation, under the name of " The United Colonies of New England."    Strong enough to defend themselves without the aid of the mother country, they were little minded to submit to her control.     When   malcontents   appealed   from   the courts of Massachusetts to the Parliament, parliamentary orders in their favour were disregarded, and the appellants were punished.    At the same time, however, the New England colonies heartily sympathised with the Parliament in its struggle with the King.    These outposts of Puritanism across the Atlantic sent many volunteers to .the  Puritan armies, more than one of whom did distinguished service and rose to high command.    Still more important was the influence which the example and the ideas of New England exercised on the development of Democracy and Independency in England.    At the time when the Commonwealth was established, the political tie between the English Government and the New England colonies was little more than nominal, but the intellectual sympathy of the two was never stronger.